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1 52 THE MONIST. 

Not less valuable is this book for the philosopher, student, and scientist, who 
will find here all of Mach's uncollected writings on the theory and methods of sci- 
ence. There is the acute essay on the "Conservation of Energy," which is a re- 
elaboration of the paper of 1872 on the " Conservation of Work " ; the memorial 
address delivered before the Vienna Academy of Sciences on the ' ' Economical Na- 
ture of Physical Inquiry," where the author has expounded his well-known theory 
that science is essentially an economy of thought ; the inaugural address delivered 
on assuming the rectorate of the University of Prague, ' ' On Transformation and 
Adaptation in Scientific Thought, " where the ideas of Darwin are applied to explain 
the mode of development of science, and lines of thought are followed which closely 
resemble the later views of Romanes and Lloyd Morgan ; and lastly Professor 
Mach's latest address, delivered before the German Society of Naturalists and Phy- 
sicians in the autumn of 1894, "On the Principle of Comparison in Physics. " Here 
the sweeping philosophical significance of Kirchhoff's classical definition of me- 
chanics is set forth, and the goal of all scientific research exhibited in the clearest 
and most unmistakable terms. The whole forms a complete survey of the ultimate 
import and aim of science from points of view which it would be difficult to sim- 
plify, and which go far to rid science of its mystical and metaphysical appendages. 
As we see, the book seeks to accomplish, at both ends of science, that simplification 
on which its ideality and utility both depend. The volume closes with a discussion 
of the relative merits of the classics and the sciences as a means of education. "t. 

Lehrbuch dek Psychologie. By W. Volkmann. Two volumes. Fourth Edition. 
Cothen : O. Schulze. 1894 — 1895. 

Volkmann's Text-book of Psychology enjoys a high reputation both at home 
and abroad. When it first appeared in 1876 as the enlargement of the author's 
Outlines, Professor Schaarschmidt in the Philosophische Monatshefte characterised 
it as " an excellent work — unquestionably the most competent, and in a scientific re- 
gard the most important, compendium of contemporary psychology which we have." 
Ribot expressed himself to the same effect in the Revue Pkilosophique, and a critic 
of the Westminster Review uttered the hope, which has not yet been fulfilled, of 
seeing the work in an English translation. 

The praise accorded to this work is the more significant as it comes mainly 
from quarters which do not represent the Herbartian point of view of Volkmann. 
The success which the book met with was due to the solid equipment of its author 
and to its splendid elaboration of details. It consisted, and still consists, of what 
may be called a dogmatic part in which the author sets forth his doctrines in suc- 
cinct and carefully weighed terms, and of a historical part in which he critically 
expounds the various historical attempts at solving the problems of psychology, 
often accompanying his elucidations with exhaustive remarks. These historical 
comments have been highly commended. Ribot has praised them, saying : "Their 
erudition is immense, as those who have used the book must fain admit. All the 
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psychological doctrines from India and China to the most modern German, Eng- 
lish, French, and Italian works are placed under contribution." William James 
says in his Principles of Psychology : ' ' The bibliography of W. Volkmann's Lehr- 
buch der Psychologie (1875) is so complete, up to its date, that there is no need of 
an inferior duplicate." 

Unfortunately the praise accorded to the edition of 1875 is not due to the pres- 
ent work, at least without qualification. The present edition, like the third of 1886, 
has been edited by Professor Cornelius of Halle, and, apart from a few stylistic 
changes, again gives the expositions of Volkmann in unaltered form. No fault, of 
course, is to be found with this last procedure, but the case is different with the 
references to the literature. The citations are incomplete from 1875 on, and not 
well arranged — a defect which considerably diminishes the usefulness of the book 
for the great majority of readers. Particularly is the foreign literature meagre, 
and also the choices are very poorly made. For example, the important writings 
on child psychology of Compayre, Baldwin, Tracy, Shinn, and Romanes are lack- 
ing altogether. Only the first part of Perez is mentioned in the list at the end of 
the second volume, and of Sergi's results only a small book of pedagogical interest. 
Of Galton only one article from a review is catalogued, and of Binet also only one 
article from the Revue des Deux Mondes. On the other hand we meet with many 
writers of subordinate importance whose reception in a work of the rank of Volk- 
mann's is unintelligible. 

The present form of Volkmann's work is characteristic of the present situation 
of the Herbartian psychology in Germany. This psychology has made no notable 
advances in the last twenty years owing to the lack of men willing or competent to 
make use of the results of recent research ; nor is any improvement in this direc- 
tion to be expected. The old-time leaders, Drobisch, Strumpell, and Robert Zim- 
mermann, have grown old and lack the requisite powers of assimilation ; Theodor 
Vogt and Otto Willmann have applied themselves exclusively to pedagogical ques- 
tions, where the neglect of psychology is already beginning to have serious effects. 
The only man of whom there is any possible hope is Otto Flugel, who is no longer 
young, and who will probably confine his work henceforward to the periodicals. 

C. Ufer. 

On Sensations from Pressure and Impact. With Special Reference to the In- 
tensity, Area, and Time of Stimulation. By Harold Griffing, Ph. D. New 
York and London : Macmillan & Co. Pages, 88. Price, 75 cents. 
Mr. Griffing's thesis constitutes the first number of the new series of Mono- 
graph Supplements issued by the Psychological Review. The series has certainly 
started well. It does not lie within our sphere to offer either a criticism or an en- 
comium of Dr. Griffing's methods and results. We can simply state that it is his 
object to ' ' discuss systematically the relations existing between the intensity, area, 
and time of dermal stimuli, and the resultant sensations and perceptions," and to 
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mention as one of his more important results that "Weber's law holds approxi- 
mately for weights greater than ioo to 500 grammes, while for low intensities the 
probable error increases much more slowly than the stimulus." fj. 

The Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot, Professor of Comparative and Ex- 
perimental Psychology in the College de France. Authorised Translation. 
Second Revised Edition. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co. 1895. 
Pages, 163. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents. 
The translation of this edition has been carefully revised throughout and em - 
bodies all the additions and corrections of the latest French edition, besides the 
rectification of a number of important errors heretofore overlooked. The references 
and footnotes have been re verified where possible, and the English citations given 
in the words of the originals. A complete analytical index, the lack of which so 
impairs the usefulness of most French and German works, will greatly enhance the 
value of the book both for purposes of reference and of study. It is to be remarked 
that the method and points of view of the work are substantially what they were in 
the first edition ; for it is Professor Ribot's opinion — and this is important — that 
although the new researches in provoked alterations of personality, e. g. hypnotism, 
possess much significance, yet the spontaneous alterations, which form the main 
material of his book, still furnish the solidest data for the study of the morbid mani- 
festations of personality. *. 

Die Lokalisationstheorie angewendet acf psychologische Probleme. Bei- 
spiel : Warum sind wir zerstreut ? By Georg Hirth. Munich : G. Hirth's 
Verlag. 
Die Mehrheit geistiger Personlichkeiten in einem Individuum. By Dr. S. 
Landmann. Stuttgart : Ferdinand Enke. 
The author of the attractive little work first mentioned here is an association- 
ist and seeks to show how the normal ego-consciousness is formed by co-operation 
of the separate centres of the cerebral cortex, while under the influence of sense- 
perceptions. But since the different fields of the cortex (the author calls them 
Merksysteme, or memory-groups) are not equally powerful, they do not always 
furnish their quota to the ego-consciousness ; it may happen, in fact, that the ego- 
consciousness resides only in one memory-group. As we see, the author skirts 
very closely here Charcot's doctrine of types. Frequently, owing to unusual en- 
dowment, or owing to occasional change of circumstances, no perceptive system at 
all is aroused into activity ; the conscious condition is then in itself the basis of 
absent-mindedness. 

Strongly noticeable as Meynert's influence is in Hirth, it is still more so in 
Landmann's book. Like Meynert, Landmann also emphasises the two-fold activity 
of mind — viz.: its conscious and its unconscious, or better, subconscious, activity. 
The latter is the original activity and has its seat in the sub-cortical centres of the 



